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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend claims 1 3 3-8, 10 and 1 1 as follows. This listing of claims will replace 
all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1 . (currently amended) An aptitude test system which is suitable for testing an object 
(1) in respect of its aptitude for an actual intended application, which system includes: 

- at least one object (1) which is provided with a data carrier (2) on which data 
associated with the object (1) is stored, and 

- a test device (5) which includes a reading apparatus (6) whereby the data of the 
data carrier (2) can be transferred to a computer (7) which is coupled to the 
reading apparatus (6), 

- the data being or including aptitude data which characterizes one or more 
permissible applications for the associated object (1), 

- the computer (7) having access to actual application data which characterizes a 
concrete application envisaged for the relevant object (1), 

- the computer (7) evaluating the aptitude data of the relevant object (1) and the 
current application data for the aptitude testing of the relevant object and 
outputting a release signal when:the object (1) is suitable for the intended 
application and/or an alarm signal when the object (1) is not suitable for the 
intended application* 

characterized in that the aptitude data includes a date of expiry of the object (1) and the 
application data includes the current date, the computer (T) generating the alarm signal when 
the date of expiry of the object (I) has been passed when the aptitude test is carried out . 
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2. (original) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 1 5 characterized in that the test 
device (5) is coupled to a processing device (12) which processes the relevant object (1), or a 
packing (3) of the object (1), in dependence on the result of the aptitude test. 

3. (currently amended) An aptitude testsystem as claim e d in claim 2 w hich is suitable 
for testing an object (1) in respect of its aptitude for an actual intended application, which 
system includes: 

- at least one object ( 1) which is provided with a data carrier (2) on which data 
associated with the object Q) is stored, and 

- a test device (5) which includes a reading apparatus (6) whereby the data of the 
data carrier (2) can be transferred to a computer (7) which is coupled to the 
reading apparatus (6), 

- the data being or including aptitude data which characterizes one or more 
permissible applications for the associated object (l\ 

- the computer (7} having access to actual application data which characterizes a 
concrete application envisaged for the relevant object (\). 

- the computer (7) evaluating the aptitude data of the relevant object m and the 
current application data for the aptitude testing of the relevant object and 
outputting a release signal when the object (O is suitable for the intended 
application and/or an alarm signal when the object (l)_is not suitable for the 
intended application. 
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characterized in that the test device (5) is coupled to a processing device (12) which 
processes the relevant object (l\ or a packing (3) of the object Qj in dependence on the 
result of the aptitude test characterized in that the object (1) includes a packing (3), that the 
processing device (12) is arranged to open the packing (3), and that the processing device 
(12) opens the packing (3) only when the computer (7) outputs the release signal. 

4. (currently amended) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 2 or 3, characterized 
in that the processing device (12) invalidates and/or marks the object (1) or its packing (3) 
when the computer (7) outputs the alarm signal, 

5. (currently amended) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 1 or 3, characterized 
in that the test device (5) and/or the processing device (12) include an output unit (9, 10 5 1 1) 
which provides the user of the test device (5) with an optical and/or acoustic indication of 
the result of the aptitude test. 

6. (currently amended) An aptitude test, system as claimed in claim l_or^ characterized 
in that the data carrier (2) is formed by a one-dimensional or two-dimensional bar code and 
that the reading apparatus (6) is formed by an optical bar code reading apparatus (6). 
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7. (currently amended) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 4-3, characterized in 
that the aptitude data includes a date of expiry of the object (1) and that the application data 
includes the current date, the computer (7) generating the alarm signal when the date of 
expiry of the object (1) has been passed when the aptitude test is carried out. 

8. (currently amended) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 1 or 3 , characterized 
in that 

- the object (1) is a medicament (1") and/or a combination of medicaments (1"'), 

- the aptitude data includes a date of expiry of the medicament (1") or the 
combination of medicaments (1"') and/or identification data enabling 
identification of the medicament (1*0 or the combination of medicaments (1 *"), 

- the application data includes the current date and/or the current time and/or 
patient data required for medication of a patient so as to administer the 
medicament (1") and/or the combination of medicaments (1'") to a concrete 
patient, 

- the computer (7) generates the alarm signal when the medicament (1 ") or the 
combination of medicaments (1"') is not suitable for administration to the 
intended patient. 

9. (original) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that the 
computer (7) has access to a database (21) in which the patient data of a plurality of patients 
is stored, and that the computer (7) can receive, via an input unit (19, 20) or the reading 
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apparatus (6), a patient identification code of the actual patient intended to be administered 
the medicament (1 ") or the combination of medicaments (1 m ) t said patient identification 
code enabling the computer (7) to access the patient data of the relevant patient in the 
database (21). 

10. (currently amended) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim 1 j£l T characterized 
in that the object (1) is a cartridge (1 ') intended for carrying out point of care diagnosis of a 
body fluid sample taken from a patient. 



1 1 . (currently amended) An aptitude test system as claimed in claim l _or 3, characterized 
in that 

- the test device (5) is a cash register or is integrated in such a cash register, 

- the aptitude data is formed by a date of expiry associated with the relevant object 
(1) or contains this date of expiry, 

- the application data is formed by the current date or by a given minimum period 
of keeping quality which commences at the current date, or includes the current 
date ox said minimum period of keeping quality, 

- the computer (7) generates the alarm signal when the date of expiry has been 
passed and/or when it is about to pass and/or when it will be passed within the 
minimum period of keeping quaUty, 



PAGE 10/17 * RCVD AT 6115/2006 10:52:27 AM [Eastern Daylight Time) * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-3/1 1 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:617 439 3987 * DURATION (mm-ss):M-34 



